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Journeying together through the trials of life, with no less than our very most, to eternity !
Responsibilities of friendship

by Glen Elliott

Aristotle described friendship as “A single soul in two bodies.” Robert Louis Stevenson added: “A friend is a gift you
give yourself.” The American Heritage Dictionary defines a friend as “A person whom one knows, likes, and trusts.”
We all need friends. David, whom the Bible describes as “a man after God’s heart” (Acts 13:22), was a man who
valued friendship. We are most familiar with his relationship with Jonathan, the son of King Saul. The Bible says that
“the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as himself” (1 Sam. 18:1). Later, we read
that “he loved him as he loved his own life” (20:17). David had other close friends, including Hushai (2 Sam. 15:37),
Hiram (1 Kgs. 5:1), and the elders of Judah (1 Sam. 30:26). He was a man who valued friendship. Daniel
was also a man with friends. We teach our children about Daniel’s three friends: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
(Dan. 2:13, 17-18). Similarly, judging from comments made in the epistles, we conclude that the apostle Paul was a
man with many friends (Rm. 16:5, 9, 12; Phile. 1; Acts 15:25; 19:31). Even our Lord counted friendship as a dear
possession. Peter, James, and John seemed especially close to the heart of our Lord during His earthly ministry. In his
gospel, John repeatedly refers to himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved. Jesus also had a very special relationship
with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus (Jn. 11:11).
Good friends are very important to the quality of our lives. They enhance our feeling of self-worth and provide a much
-needed sense of belonging. In the body of Christ, friendship is another way of feeling accepted. We all need to learn
how to build friendship. But, before we can build friendship, we need to understand something about its
responsibilities.
The first responsibility of friendship involves giving what needs
to be given. When Job went through his difficulties, his friends
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(Eccl. 4:10). A true friend gives what needs to be given. May God
help us to be true friends.
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News & Notes
• TODAY : Welcome Stan Helton! Please join us for potluck following

the service
• The St. Albert church of Christ ladies would like to invite all ladies to join
us for a “Destination” weekend June 15-17! Lesson topics are: “Getting
Ready”, “All Aboard!”, “Attention! This is your captain speaking!”, “Fasten
Your Seatbelts”, “Are We There Yet?”, and “Rejoice! We Made It!”. We’ve
booked the Strathcona Wilderness Centre just east of Sherwood Park. You
can come for the entire weekend or for just Saturday – we would love to see
you there. For more information/to register, contact Joyce Aulenback at
jaulenback@shaw.ca or call/text 780-782-7049.
• Heritage camp (Saskatoon Church of Christ) Kids camp July 29 –Aug. 3
family camp Aug 3-5
• The basement and roof repairs will begin in June
• There will be a meeting to move forward with minister selection on June
10th. If you would like to join Sean, Kevin and Brian in this work please
come.
• Harvest Fellowship 2018,Weyburn church of Christ, October 12-14
Keynote speaker: Jay Bailey, Family Resemblance: Attributes of God and His
Children..see poster on back bulletin board
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Calendar
JUNE
Tuesday 5th: 7pm– Max Lucado - Have You
Prayed About It? Part 4
Sunday 10th: 10am fellowship– Eph 5:22-6:9
11pm worship
Tuesday 12th: 7pm- Max Lucado - Have You
Prayed About It? Part 5
Sunday 17th: 10am fellowship
11pm worship
Tuesday 19th: songs, scriptures and prayers
Sunday 24th: 10am fellowship
11pm worship
Tuesday 26th: wind up BBQ at the Morlands

Community
LLoydminster Concerned Citizens
for Seniors Care
Tuesday June 5, 2018 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Legacy Centre, 5101 - 46 Street
Lunch available for $8
Please reserve before Tues. am
call 780 8754584

